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Application/Control Number: 10/672,713 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3671 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 16-19, 29-30, 33-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In re claims 16, 29: 

The following phrase "rollers bourn by the shaft" is unclear and confusing. 
According to the Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 10 th Edition, the 
"bourn" is defined as "boundary, limit." 

Therefore the recitation of a "plurality of rollers bourn by" is unclear, 
however for examination purposes "a roller surrounds the shaft at a portion" 
could be considered. 

In re claim 16, line 3: 

"a front end" is confusing. Is it the front of the rear link or the front link? 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

4. Claims 16-17, 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ingram (2667026). 

Ingram discloses: 
d. 16: 

a roller assembly comprising: 

a tow arm front link (plate 14) with a rear end pivotally (pivotal when the latch pin 
is released, slides or pivots into notch 28) attached to a front end of a rear link 
(hanger arm 25), and a front end (near bolts 13); 

a shaft (30) supported at least indirectly by a rear end of the real link (at the lower 
rear end of the rear link 25); 

see 112 above: a roller surrounds the shaft at a portion (roller 31); 
a latch assembly includes a pin (screw 20); 



cl. 17: 
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the latch pin is biased by a spring (22) to the retracted position (biases the arm 
towards the pin 26; col. 2, In 33 34); 



d. 33: 

the pin extends horizontally and transversely to the tow arm (fig 2). 
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5. Claims 16, 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Postema (5586604). 

Postema discloses: 

a roller assembly comprising: 

a tow arm front link (43) with a rear end pivotally (col. 6, In 31) attached to a front 
end of a rear link (49), and a front end (fig 2); 

a shaft (71) supported at least indirectly by a rear end of the real link (see fig 4); 
see 112 above: a roller (weighted wheels 54) surrounds the shaft at a portion; 
a latch assembly includes a pin (latch pin 52); 



d. 33: 

the pin extends horizontally and transversely to the tow arm (fig 4). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

7. Claims 29, 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pugh (5870888), in view of Eyth (3382356). 

Pugh discloses the claimed device- 
Drive, cutter, deck, wheels, frame (see fig 3, ref 12, 35, 34), a tow arm front & 
rear links (14), a shaft & roller (also note 112 rejection above; fig l) pivotally 
attached to a rear end of the rear link (rear link and end ref 14, link portion 
closest to the roller); a latch assembly (29; col. 3, In 35-38) 

except for providing details of the latching mechanism. 

Eyth discloses that it is known in the art to provide a latch pin for a latching 
mechanism. The latching mechanism and its application is NOT considered to be a 
replacement of the Pugh's latching means. Instead, Eyth teaches that a latching 
mechanism typically has a pin associated with it. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide the latching mechanism of Pugh with the pin of 
Eyth, in order to, as taught by Pugh (col. 3, In 28-33), pivot the roller into retracted 
state latched in position off the lawn surface so that the mower is permitted to mow 
the lawn without rolling it simultaneously. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
8. Claims 18-19, 30 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 
9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 16*19, 29-30, 33-34 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In re the Restriction Requirement the Applicant did not contest Examiner's 
response dated 7/27/2005. Election requirement is made FENAL > and non elected 
claims are withdrawn. 
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Conclusion 



10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Bellussi, Hanson, McDonagh, Stanly, Shannon. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 



is 571 272 6990. The examiner can normally be reached on Mo-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on 571 272 6998. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



the examiner should be directed to Arpad Fabian Kovacs whose telephone number 




Arpad Fabian Kovacs 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3671 



AFK 



